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A recent survey conducted on behalf of the Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future (CLF) as part of its 
Food Citizen Project asked Maryland voters’ opinions on factory farms, the poultry industry, pesticides, 
and food procurement. Findings show that Marylanders recognize the importance of the poultry industry 
for their local economy, but still support fair oversight of the industrial poultry industry to protect public 
health and the environment. Support for oversight is broad, and spans across political party, age, race, 
gender, and regions. Nearly half of voters (45 percent) say a gubernatorial candidate supporting 
proposals for increased oversight makes them more favorable to vote for him or her. Support for an 
increase in oversight reaches into the Eastern Shore where the industrial poultry industry has a strong 
presence. 
 
Not only is general support for oversight on the poultry industry strong, but voters also support specific 
policy proposals to help shape that effort. Support ranges from holding integrators accountable for 
disposing waste properly to favoring implementing tougher environmental standards for CAFOs with 
fewer birds.  
 
Voters also support government oversight in pesticide-related policies, with large majorities wanting 
mosquito pesticide in Maryland to be tested for PFAS and wanting input by the Department of Health and 
the Department of Environment to the Department of Agriculture’s decisions on the use of pesticide 
concern.  Voters were also supportive of shifting the state's food procurement away from factory farmed 
animal products toward lower-carbon, plant-based food in alignment with greenhouse gas reduction 
targets. 
 
This memo is based on a phone survey of 504 registered voters in the state of Maryland, with an 
additional oversample of 100 voters on the Eastern Shore, for a total of 604 interviews, weighted to 
reflect a representative sample of Maryland voters. The results of the survey, conducted from in late June 
2022, are subject to a margin of error of +/-3.99 percentage points (+/- 7.95 Eastern Shore OS) at the 95 
percent confidence interval and the margin of error is higher among subgroups. 
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§ Figure 8: Food procurement 
 

 
 
The survey asked two questions about pesticides. The first asked if respondents support or oppose 
requiring mosquito pesticides be tested for P-F-A-S, with 85 percent of voters supporting testing 
mosquito pesticides, including 77 percent of Republicans. 
 
The second question was less focused on a specific policy proposal but was more interested in the types 
of organizations that should have input on decisions around pesticides in Maryland. Nearly three quarters 
of voters believe the Department of Health and the Department of Environment should have a say in 
addition to the Department of Agriculture.  
 

§ Figure 9: Pesticide proposals 

 




