
WE MUST FIX  
the Pollinator Protection Act

The Maryland General Assembly passed the 
Pollinator Protection Act in 2016 by a strong 
bipartisan majority to end all consumer use 
of lawn and garden products that contain 
neonicotinoid (or neonic) pesticides. 
Neonics kill bees and other pollinators — 
posing a serious threat to our food supply, 
human health, aquatic, and wildlife. 

Unfortunately, more than 100 retail 
stores in Maryland are using unclear 
language in the bill as a loophole to allow 
them to continue to sell these bee-killing 
products to unsuspecting consumers, 
even though it is illegal for consumers to 
use them.

This is especially concerning at a time when U.S. 
beekeepers have lost over 40% of their colonies  
— the second highest loss in history.

This is a simple fix. We must clarify the bill 
language, so it does what the legislature 
originally intended: to keep these harmful 
pesticides out of the hands of consumers. 

Fixing the Pollinator Protection Act would resolve 
this loophole. This technical fix (HB208 / SB375) 
would clarify that retailers who sell Restricted  
Use Pesticides (RUP) may only sell neonic 
pesticides to a certified applicator or farmer and 
must keep the products behind the counter and 
out of reach of customers without assistance  
from a staff member.

The Maryland General Assembly must pass this tecnical fix (HB208 / SB375) to 
enforce the bipartisan Pollinator Protection Act as it was originally intended. 

We urge you to support HB208 / SB375 to continue to protect bees, pollinators, 
and our food supply.

The Smart on Pesticides Maryland coalition, spearheaded by the Maryland Pesticide Education Network, works 
to protect Marylanders and the natural systems we depend upon from the toxic impacts of pesticides. The 
coalition includes more than 100 organizations, and institutions representing communities, businesses, health 
care providers, farmers, environmentalists, waterkeepers, interfaith congregants as well as environmental justice, 
public health and wildlife advocates.
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0208

